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UKRAINE: Group raises awareness
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phans.

“Traffickers are getting
this information on when
these Kkids get released and
then they target them. We
want to seal this informa-
tion so it’s not available,”
Wiser said.

He added, “It’s not just
Ukraine. It’s all over, but
we’re targeting this in-
formation specifically to
Ukraine.”

In terms of abuse, the com-
mittee is currently creating
a plan to gain access to or-
phanages in order to moni-
tor what happens inside and
tackle abuse where present.

Within two years, the com-
mittee will put its plan into
action through awareness
and education. Awareness
includes prosecution, coun-
seling and media. Education
includes sexuality (both so-
cial and moral repercus-
sions), health issues like sex-
ually transmitted diseases
and birth control.

Why the committee has
spent and continues to spend
time carefully planningis be-
cause they are dealing with a
very complicated situation.

First, Wiser said there is
the problem of entering or-
phanages. Many orphanages
have closed doors whether
they be physical or social ob-
structions. Children may be
able to go out but outsiders
may not go in — though or-
phanages usually welcome
persons bringing supplies
such as school items and
clothing.

And once inside, complet-
ing social work as a teacher,
doctor or missionary re-
mains very difficult. Wiser
said if an orphanage notices
an outsider trying to moni-
tor orphans that person will
no longer be welcome.

Despite obstacles, though,
Wiser said the situation has
improved.

“More and more doors are
opening and you can get in if
you have the right authority
and the right government
backing,” he said.

When the committee iden-
tifies an instance of child
abuse, Wiser said they take
action.

“The biggest difficulty is
evidence,” he said. “Look
at the orphanage situation.
Who is going to believe the

orphan? A lot of the time,
the doctors looking for phys-
ical proof of abuse work for
the orphanage.”

He added that people who
are able to help are some-
times connected to the per-
sonresponsible forthe abuse.
Also, because orphanages
are so close-knit, disconnect-
ing these individuals in or-
der to uncover the truth is
not an easy task.

But in spite of all of this,
Wiser said he does not want
to paint a negative picture of
UKkraine.

“It’s a wonderful country
and there are some incred-
ibly wonderful things hap-
pening,” he said.

He added, “You’ve got a
country that had a huge po-
litical transformation from
communism to democracy
in 16 years. People are band-
ing together and there’s a lot
of progress being made as
far as demanding social re-
form.”

To learn more about Wis-
er’s mission, visit www.chx-
fof.org/michbridge.htm.

Louise Nelle can be contacted at 439-
9339, or Inelle@petoskeynews.com.

LOOKING TIRED?

MICHIGAN, P.C.

NORTHERN

o Firms skin

Dermatology Associates
o

FROM PAGE 1

Petoskey News-Review www.petoskeynews.com A15

Walk-in medical care

William Niksch, MD  Michael Banyai, MD  Ken Crockett, PA-C

Board Certified Certified Physicians
Internal Medicine Assistant

Board Certified
Family Practice

Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
Saturday & Sunday 9am-3pm
No Appointment Necessary
1890 US 131 S across from Wal-mart  231.487.2000

Bullfrog Light CO.® OF CHARLEVOIX
Candle Factory Outlet

At BULLFROG®, we believe a candle should
be more than "'just another pretty flame!"

is our specialty

Prompt medical care for
adults and children
every day of the week

Everything you need for the

immediate care
of your illness or injury

v Quality
Board Certified Physicians
Registered X-Ray Technicians

/Location
US131 South, In front
of Wal-Mart

onvenience
appointment necessary
dicap accessible parking

Quality Handcrafted Candles,

Gifts & Decorator Accessories!

OPEN 7 DAYS WEEKLY YEAR-ROUND

10:00AM to 5:00PM - Summer 'til 6:00PM
PETOSKEY

'URGENT CARE

From US-31, drive one mile east on M-66.
" 05995 M-66 * Charlevoix
231-547-4407 « 800-499-3332 ¢ bullfrogcandles.com

What do your eyes

say about you?
Revive puffy, tired eyes with our
exclusive Eye Lightening Serum.
* Reduces redness & puffiness

¢ Diminishes dark circles

* Reduces fine facial wrinkling around eyes
Available only at Dermatology Associates

2240 Mitchell Park Dr., Petoskey, 231-487-2230

www. dermatologyassociatesonline. com Advanced Radiology Specialists 3950 Shore Rd., Williamsburg
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e Most comfortable procedure available

e Virtually pain-free, no general anesthesia

e Utilizing the Cool-Touch Laser

e Rapid relief of symptoms

® No down time -
5 ® Quick, office-based -
8  Major insurances accepted

1/28.883.

Matthew L. Visconti, MD

Member of the American College

Isa : - of Phlebology
Visconti Imaging 5 430 Ve (gase)
& Vein Institute TWO LOCATIONS:

1114 Charlevoix Ave., Petoskey
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Shake up your life with a Classic

2007 Little Traverse Civic Theatre 200s

The Mousetrap ~ October 11-14 and 18-21, 2007
The Christmas Schooner ~ December 6-9 and 13-16, 2007

The Somewhat True Tale of Robin Hood
Feb. 21-24 and Feb. 28-March 2, 2008

Blithe Spirit ~ May 8-11 and 15-18, 2008
L.T.C.T. 2007-2008 Season sponsored by CMU Public Broadcasting
461 East Mitchell, Petoskey (231) 348-1850 www.ltct.org

PURCHASE LTCT SEASON TICKETS AND SAVE AS MUCH AS $11 OFF THE DOOR PRICE
An LTCT season ticket is really a book of three ticket vouchers that can be used in any combination you choose. Use all three
vouchers to come to the musical ($18 per regular ticket) and save $11 or use one voucher for each show in the season and save
$5. NOTE: Season tickets do not include admission to the children’s show. Savings are based on the purchase of full price tickets.

MAILING ADDRESS

aTy

STATE

HOME PHONE #

PAYMENT OPTIONS
L1 VISA L] MASTERCARD
CARD NUMBER

[] AMERICAN EXPRESS [ DISCOVER

# OF SEASON TICKETS @ $43 EACH=§

EXPIRATION DATE

[J CHECK
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SEND THIS COUPON TO LTCT, 461 E. MITCHELL STREET, PETOSKEY, MI 49770 OR CALL 231-348-1850
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It's your semi-annual chance to save with
factory-authorized discounts on custom orders!

No Payments For 6 Months
With Approved Credit

Sale ends soon!
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SOUTH HAMPTON VAIL VERNON STONEMAN LA CRUCES
Sofa is transitional in Contemporary leather Comfortable Stylish and Mission
design with rolled arms, sofa. Lifestyle design at  reclining sofa with comfortable hand- entertainment
high back, designer its finest. Loose-pillow pillow arms and rubbed leather armoire. Beautiful
accent pillows and back and tapered legs chaise that help chair and ottoman oak grain style with
turned wood legs. complete the look. you relax! combination. leaded glass detail.

@/W/ .
Reid Furniture Co.

Dependable Merchandise and Distinguished Service * Celebrating 80 Years of Quality
www.ReidIndeed.com | 347-2942 | 307 E. Mitchell Street, Petoskey




