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Vegetarian fare for your next outdoor
barbecue. On Monday’s Food page.

Budget stalemate continues

LANSING (AP) — Hours of
closed door meetings and rare
displays of public pressure
on Thursday failed to resolve
Michigan’s state government
budget crisis. Page A3

U.S. troop strength at record
high in Iraq; moving higher

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
number of U.S. troops in Iraq
has climbed to a record high of
168,000 and is moving toward a
peak of 172,000 in the coming
weeks — a level that could extend
into December, a senior military
official said Thursday.

Maj. Gen. Richard Sherlock,
director of operations for the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the
increase is the result of troops
rotations, as several brigades
overlap while they move in and
out of the war zone. Previously
officials had predicted the number
could go up to about 171,000.

Employers cut payrolls by
4,000 in August, the first
drop in U.S. jobs in 4 years

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Employers sliced payrolls by
4,000 in August, the first drop
in four years, a stark sign that a
painful credit crunch that has
unnerved Wall Street is putting a
strain on the national economy.
The report was much weaker
than economists were expecting.
They were forecasting payrolls to
grow by 110,000.

Police to name missing
girl's parents suspects

PORTIMAO, Portugal (AP) —
The parents of a British girl who
disappeared four months ago will
be formally named as suspects
by Portuguese police, a family
friend said Friday, a shocking
twist to a case that has drawn
international attention.

Kate and Gerry McCann are
both due to be questioned Friday
over the disappearance of their
4-year-old daughter, Madeleine.
Page A9.
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Champ: Alanson teen takes title in prestigious motocross event,

STEVE ZUCKER/NEWS REVIEW

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians tribal thardtaretwoofthedepartment’s officerscharged
police officers Ryan Roberts (left) and Jake Guen- with enforcing law on tribal trust lands.

The law of the land

Can these quys
arrestyou? On
tribal land they can

BY STEVE ZUCKER
NEWS-REVIEW STAFF WRITER

Just about any police officer

Harbor
teacher
diesat 59

BY STEVE ZUCKER
NEWS-REVIEW STAFF WRITER

HARBOR SPRINGS — A “be-
loved and popular” teacher at Har-
bor Springs Middle School died
while teaching on the second day
of the new school year Thursday.

Harbor Springs
Public Schools su-
perintendent David
Larson said middle
school technology
education teacher
William “Bill” Miilu,

59, collapsed on the
school’s playground Miilu
shortly after 1 p.m.

Middle school prin-
cipal Wil Cwikiel said students
immediately alerted other staff
members who administered CPR.
Paramedics from Allied EMS

1

SEE TEACHER, PAGE A10

Harbor Springs

BY LOUISE NELLE
NEWS-REVIEW STAFF WRITER

HARBOR SPRINGS — When
Jason Wiser went to Ukraine in
June 2006 he did not intend to
stay for very long.

“I went there really on a short-
term mission trip,” Wiser said.
“I thought it would be a great op-
portunity and it was something
that I always wanted to do.”

As the son of full-time mission-
aries Janice and Dale Marcum,
Wiser, 36, has missionary work in
his blood. So perhaps it comes as
no surprise that his short-term
trip turned into a long-term trip
as he followed in his parents’
footsteps to became a full-time
missionary.

Now, theformer Harbor Springs
resident lives in Transcarpathia
— a southwest region of Ukraine
— where he and his wife, Valeri-
ia, work with the Committee for
Sexual Protection of Children in
Ukraine (CSPCU).

The committee is an organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting chil-
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you meet will probably tell you
that law enforcement can be a
complex business. Understand-
ing laws, making sure proper
procedures are
followed, doing Weekeﬂdel'
oceans of paper
work and piec- M
ing together in-
vestigations can
be complicated.
Now imagine you’re an officer

who has to do all those things but
also for each investigation has to
determine which of three govern-
mental entities will eventually
prosecute the case.

That’s exactly what officers
from the Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians tribal
police have to do every time they
handle a criminal case.

SEE LAW, PAGE A8

‘The
hole’
is still

empty

Petoskey Pointe utility
work to resume in Oct.

BY RYAN BENTLEY
NEWS-REVIEW STAFF WRITER

A construction crew is ex-
pected to return to downtown
Petoskey streets early this fall to
continue with utility hookups for
the Petoskey Pointe hotel/condo-
minium project.

Butasthe 2007 construction sea-
son moves into its latter months,
details of when the $60 million
complex might begin to take
shape on its excavated construc-
tion site remain more elusive.

Petoskey city manager George
Korthauer said MDC Contract-
ing of Charlevoix, a firm which

SEE POINTE, PAGE A16

Petoskey charter school hits mark

BY KRISTINA HUGHES
NEWS-REVIEW STAFF WRITER

Concord Academy of Petoskey
received the fourth highest scores
in the state on the Michigan Merit
Exam.

“We’re very excited that our
students did so well, fourth in the
state is something to be proud
of,” said Anne Scott, the assistant
director of Concord Academy
Petoskey. “We want the students
to receive the recognition they de-
serve. We’re proud of the students’
excellent achievement.”

Area juniors took the first Mich-
igan Merit Exam last spring. The
three part test replaced the MEAP
(the Michigan Educational As-
sessment Program.) The exam
includes the ACT, a nationally rec-
ognized college admittance exam,
ACT Work Keys, a worker readi-
ness assessment and the Michigan
Merit test that includes compo-
nents to assess Michigan curricu-
lum not assessed by the ACT.

The test includes a college schol-
arship incentive. Students who
meet or exceed standards on each
of the tests may tap into nearly
$4,000 for college, if they maintain

Michigan Merit Exam Results

Area 2007 juniors took the first merit exam last spring. The exam is a multi-part test that in-
cludes ACT components and the Michigan Merit test which include Michigan components not

assessed by the ACT.

Math | Reading | Science | Social | Writing | English
studies language

Concord

Acad emy met / exceeded 84 95 74 95 72 89
Petoskey 1ot met 16 |5 26 5 28 11
Concord met / exceeded 25 56 50 69 19 31
Academy

Boyne not met 75 |44 50 |31 81 69
State met / exceeded 47 60 56 83 40 5 1
TS 53 40 68 |17 |60 49

a 2.5 grade point average in col-  percent in the state.

lege.

Benjamin Jankens, the execu-
tive director of Concord Academy
Petoskey, was more than pleased
with the results. The students
surpassed statewide scores, with
89 percent meeting or exceeding
standards on the English language
test, compared to 51 percent in the
state, and 72 percent of students
meeting and exceeding bench-
marks for writing compared to 40

COURTESY PHOTO

Jason Wiser and his wife, Valeriia, work with the Committee for Sex-
ual Protection of Children in Ukraine — an organization dedicated
to protecting children from human trafficking and abuse.

dren from human trafficking and
abuse. Although the committee

orthernhealth.org

protects all children, Wiser said
one of their main targets is or-

Jankens believes the results
show students are achieving in a
nontraditional format.

“We truly believe in the integra-
tion of fine art and more of an
individualized program for stu-
dents fosters more creativity and
ability to work on critical skills,”
Jankens said. “... The formula we
have works. I think the test is a tes-

SEE SCORES, PAGE A10

man helps fight human trafficking in Ukraine

phans.

“There’s a lot of sexual abuse
in orphanages in Ukraine and
someone needs to do something
about it,” he said.

In a country where there are
about 300 state run orphanages
and more than 125,000 known
orphans — not including thou-
sands of homeless children and
abandoned babies in baby wards
— Wiser said orphans are stereo-
typically considered a social and
economic burden.

They also tend to be overlooked
by authorities and are popular
targets for human traffickers.

As a result, Wiser said CSPCU
is trying to raise awareness, edu-
cate the public and take action to
prevent abuse and prosecute of-
fenders.

In terms of human trafficking,
Wiser said the committee sup-
ports groups directly involved
with victims. They are also work-
ing to prevent traffickers from
receiving information about or-

SEE UKRAINE, PAGE A15
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